


GIRP 58TH ANNUAL MEETING AND CONFERENCE 

28 - 30 MAY 2017 - THE WESTIN PALACE, MADRID  

 

 CONFERENCE DAY 1 - MONDAY 29 MAY 2017 

 

09:00 Welcome address 
 

* Mr René Jenny, President, European Healthcare Distribution Association (GIRP) 

* Mr Eladio González Miñor, President, FEDIFAR 

 
 

09:20 Opening address 

 

* Ms Dolors Montserrat, Minister of Health, Social Services and Equality, Spain 
 
 

09:50 Keynote address 
 

* Mr Vytenis Andriukaitis, Commissioner for Health and Food Safety, European Commission 
      Video message  

 
 

10:00 Country focus: Spain  
 Key issues in the pharmaceutical supply chain : How will they shape the                         

Spanish distribution sector?  
This panel will explore how high-value medicines have impacted the Spanish healthcare and 

healthcare distribution sectors. Participants will also discuss the contribution of the full-line                        
wholesalers’ activity to the healthcare system and how best to mobilise their logistical capability to the 

benefits of their partners. 
 

Moderator: Mr Juan Nieto Barroso, Director of Communication, FEDIFAR 
Introduction: Mr Eladio González Miñor, President, FEDIFAR  
 

* Mr Juan Ignacio Güenechea, Vice-President, COFARES 

* Mr César Martinez Recari, President, Alliance Healthcare 

* Mr Antonio Pérez Ostos, Vice President, BidaFarma 

* Mr Francisco de Asís Echeveste Elosegui, Secretary of the Board, UNNEFAR 
 
 

11:00 Coffee break 
 
 

11:30 New horizons for the healthcare sector of tomorrow 

This panel, composed of top executives, will reflect upon the overarching trends and developments in 
the international healthcare distribution and services sector at present and in the foreseeable future. 
 

Moderator: Mr Peter O’Donnell, Journalist 
 

* Mr Frank Grosse-Natrop, Executive Board Member Operations / Logistics, PHOENIX Group 
* Mr Pierluigi Antonelli, Head of Western Europe, Sandoz International 
* Mr Eero Hautaniemi, President and Chief Executive Officer, Oriola 
* Mr Andrew Hotchkiss, Senior VP Venture Funds , Eli Lilly 
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13:00 Lunch 
 
 

14:30 Healthcare distribution: a vision for the future 
 Keynote speech 

Over the last year, we have observed some major developments on the global stage. How will these 

events impact the healthcare distribution sector in the short and medium term? 
 

* Mr Steve Collis, Chairman of the Board, AmerisourceBergen Corporation 
 
 

15:00 Keynote session 
 

* Mr Per Troein, Vice President Strategic Partners, QuintilesIMS 
* Mr Doug Long, Vice President Industry Relations, QuintilesIMS 

 
 

15:45 Reflection on distribution of high budgetary impact medicines in Canada 
With the emergence of high budgetary impact medicines in Canada, specialised distributors are no  
longer functioning as the traditional distributor. In this session, we will examine how distributors have 

to reconsider product listings, exclusive relationships, patient relationships and services as well as     
delivery patterns. 

 

* Mr David Johnston, President & CEO, Canadian Association for Pharmacy Distribution                                   

Management (CAPDM) 
 
 

16:15 Coffee break 
 
16:45  From current policies and practices to a new approach in healthcare 

How can healthcare stakeholders harness the value of pharmaceutical care? By featuring best practice 
examples and innovative case studies from across Europe, this session seeks to explore new impulses, 

approaches and paradigms in healthcare. 
 

Moderator: Dr Roger Sorel, Vice-President, GIRP 
 

* Mr Rajesh Patel, President, PGEU; Board member, UK National Pharmacists Association (NPA) 

* Mr Christoph Stoller, Senior Vice President, Chief Operating Officer GGM Europe, Teva                  

Pharmaceuticals and Vice-President, Medicines for Europe 

* Mr Rui Carrington, Chief Executive Officer, OCP Portugal 

* Ms Alicia Wildpret, Member of the Board, COFARES 

* Ms Sonia Ruiz Morán, Head of EU Public Affairs, General Pharmaceutical Council of Spain 
 
 

18:15 Closing remarks 
*  Ms Monika Derecque-Pois, Director General, European Healthcare Distribution Association 

(GIRP) 

 
 

20:00 Gala dinner 
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 CONFERENCE DAY 2 - TUESDAY 30 MAY 2017 

 

09:00 Big Data as a driver for faster and wider innovation 
 Keynote speech 

 Expectations continue to increase about the applications of ‘big data’ in healthcare.  But how can the 
healthcare sector draw the best value from this new wealth of information for better patient out-

comes?  And what are the particular challenges the healthcare sector faces? 
 

* Dr Ashley Woolmore, Head of European Data and Evidence Networks, Real-world Insights,  

QuintilesIMS 
 
 

09:30 Medicines Verification Systems in Europe – latest developments 
 In this session, panelists will provide an update from across Europe on the establishment of National 

Medicines Verification Systems. In particular, the panelists will discuss challenges and best practices 
that have emerged over the course of the past year.  

 

Moderator: Mr Peter O’Donnell, Journalist 
 

* Ms Agnès Mathieu-Mendes, Deputy Head of Unit, Medical products: quality, safety, innovation, 

European Commission DG SANTE  

* Mr Hugh Pullen, President, European Medicine Verification Organisation (EMVO); Senior Director 

of EU Government Affairs and Policy, Merck 

* Mr Andreas Walter, General Manager, European Medicine Verification Organisation (EMVO) 

* Ms Monika Derecque-Pois, Director General, European Healthcare Distribution Association 

(GIRP) 

 
 

10:30 Coffee break 
 

 

11:00 Patient-centric approach for value  
 This session seeks to examine the value and advantages of inter-sectoral cooperation for the benefit of 

the patient. All stakeholders must work together to apply a holistic patient-centric approach in order to 

ensure that healthcare spending and healthcare outcomes are addressed in a balanced way.  
 

 Moderator: Mr Marc van Gelder, Former CEO, MEDIQ 
 

* Ms Paulien Schul, Head of Patient Services, PHOENIX Group 
* Mr Jorge Puig de la Bellacasa, Vaccines Global Commercial Head, Mylan Laboratories 

* Mr Menno Aarnout, Executive Director, International Association of Mutuals and Health                           

Insurance Funds (AIM)  
* Ms Jurate Svarcaite, Secretary General, Pharmaceutical Group of the European Union  (PGEU)  
 
 

12:30 Closing remarks 

*  Ms Monika Derecque-Pois, Director General, European Healthcare Distribution Association 

(GIRP) 

 
 

13:00 Farewell Lunch 

 
 

14:30 Site visit Farmavenix 
* Airport drop-off 6pm, dependent on traffic conditions 
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